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Meidlinger Hauptstraße, Vienna (AT)

PUBLIC SPACE AS A “LIVING ROOM” 

Client

Type

Location

Competition

Realisation

Partner

Project period Size

MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES OF THE CITY OF VIENNA

AXIS INGENIEURLEISTUNGEN ZT GMBH, VIENNA (AT)

BI KURT TRAXLER, ZIVILINGENIEUR FÜR BAUWESEN, 
KREMS-SENFTENBERG (AT)

PUBLIC SPACES & SQUARES 

VIENNA (AT), EUROPE

1. PRIZE „GESTALTUNG FUSSGÄNGERZONE MEIDLING“, 2010 
WITH DI KURT TRAXLER (CIVIL ENGINEER), KREMS-SENFTENBERG

WES INTERNATIONAL

2010 - 2018 38.150 m²

Concept

The consequences of these individual partial spaces 
are entirely specific to this place. Spaces, content and 
ambience have developed quite naturally from the 
given urban planning setting. The concept provides 
qualitative diversity for a very wide range of user 
groups. The main design element is a composed, 
light “carpet” of paving, made of ochre, white and 
grey-coloured granite slabs, which redefine the 
Meidlinger Hauptstraße along a length of 900 metres. 
In this setting, the shopping street is re-interpreted 
as a result of individual partial spaces set up like a 
narrative structure. The blue “carpet of lindens”, with 
its inviting chairs, functions differently to the “terrace 
of sycamores”, with its water table and the precisely 
trimmed sycamore roof. At the central “Meidlinger 
Platz”, with its water basin, the “sky mirror”, WES also 
draws on the historically significant themes of the 
sulphur springs through lighting and ochre colours. As 
a result, a stylised, precisely framed world is created, 
which is bathed in yellow tinted light. The new unique 
feature of the Meidlinger Hauptstraße is its dual 
function as an “open space” for the residents AND an 
attractive “shopping street” for Vienna. In addition to 
the analysis of the social space, the other basic prin-
ciple behind the competition was the reinvigoration 
of commercial streets in Vienna using the example of 
Meidlinger Hauptstraße. The project is part of a recent 
academic study by Cardiff University professor and 
urban researcher Juliet Davis, in which she advocates 
for a more ethical and humane approach to urban 
development.
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Publications

Book (UK) THE CARING CITY - ETHICS OF URBAN DESIGN
Author: Juliet Davis
Publisher: Bristol University Press
ISBN: 978-1-5259-0121-5
2022

Magazine „QUER“ (AT) Ein Lob der Meidlinger Hauptstraße
Author: Panajota Panotopoulou
QUER-Verlag e.U. Wien, 12.2014 (http://www.quer-magazin.at/home/12-2014/289)

Book (AT) Werkstattbericht Nummer 110
Publisher: MA 18 - Stadtentwicklung und Stadtplanung
2011

Daily newspaper „Der Standard“ (AT) Alles neu auf der Meidlinger Hauptstraße
Author: Julia Schilly
Standard Verlagsgesellschaft m.b.H. Wien, 04.10.2010
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Wien - Meidlinger Platzl - Lageplanausschnitt (M 1:200 verkleinert)

Meidliner Platzl

"Himmelsspiegel"
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Wien - Entrée Süd - Lageplan (M 1:200 verkleinert)

Platanendach

Quellstein

Säulenpappel

Platanendach

Wandscheibe

Entrée Süd
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Legal notice Copyright

The contents and works produced by the site operator 
are subject to German copyright laws. The duplication, 
editing, distribution and any kind of use beyond what 
is permitted by the copyright laws requires written 
authorisation from the respective author or content 
creator.

Image rights

WES GmbH LandscapeArchitecture owns the unlimi-
ted usage rights and non-exclusive rights for all of the 
image material that appears in this document. 

In the context of the use of the external image material 
we are exempt from any claims by third parties. WES 
GmbH LandscapeArchitecture is not liable for images 
provided by the project partners. 

By providing image material, the project partners 
avouch that they have unrestricted use of the image 
material, that it is not subject to rights by third parties, 
the persons pictured consent to the publication and 
that no fees must be paid for this. 

Links to photographers

Site plans and renderings: 
WES LandscapeArchitecture
www.wes-la.de

Photos: 
Jürgen Voss (1, 2, 5, 6, 7)
www.blau-grau.de

Theresa Kemelen (11)

WES LandscapeArchitecture (12, 13)
www.wes-la.de
 

WES GmbH
LandschaftsArchitektur (LandscapeArchitecture) 

Managing Shareholders:
Wolfgang Betz
Michael Kaschke
Henrike Wehberg-Krafft
Claus Rödding

District court Hamburg HRB 100420

Person responsible for content according to 
§ 55 Abs. 2 RStV: Wolfgang Betz (address as above)

The rules of professional conduct are specified in: 
(1) Law for Architects Hamburg 
(2) Statute of Hamburg Chamber of Architects

The professional regulations can be viewed and 
accessed via the website of the Hamburg Chamber of 
Architects www.akhh.de / Section: Recht (legal issues).

The legal occupational title “Landschaftsarchitekt” 
(landscape architect) was awarded to PartG mbB 
Schatz Betz Kaschke Wehberg-Krafft Rödding in Ger-
many following their entry in the list of architects of the 
Hamburg Chamber of Architects.

Hamburgische Architektenkammer  
(Hamburg Chamber of Architects)
Grindelhof 40
20146 Hamburg
Telephone: +49 (0)40 441841-0
Telefax:       +49 (0)40 441841-44
info@akhh.de
www.akhh.de


