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Old Market, Stralsund

HISTORY AT THE WATER’S EDGE  

Client

Type

Location

Project period Size

stadterneuerunGsGesellsCHaFt stralsund mbH

urban spaCes & plazas

Germany

Realisation

Partner

Hans-Hermann kraFFt, berlin
inGenieurbüro küCHler, stralsund

Wes landsCapearCHiteCture

2009 - 2012 5.000 m²

Concept

as the centre of stralsund’s old town, the alter markt, 
or old market square, is a unesCo World Heritage 
site. it is dominated by historical buildings from 
different centuries around the edges of the square. 
The flanking town hall and the adjoining St. Nicholas 
Church are regarded as outstanding buildings of the 
north German brick Gothic style. 

in order to design the square as a coherent spatial 
entity, the original surface of the square is carefully 
restored to a large extent with the existing natural sto-
ne paving blocks. at the town hall, the paving extends 
directly up to the building in order to clearly highlight 
it as a unique and freestanding element in the urban 
space. The square is to be kept free of traffic in the 
future, which increases its amenity value as a place 
to linger and further strengthens the uniqueness and 
identity of place. As a reference to an earlier fire pond 
at the site, there is a shallow, transient pool of water in 
the middle of the square; for a brief time and in allusi-
on to the rhythm of the waves in the sea, it is fed with 
a surge of water that ultimately drains away, thereby 
freeing up the square again. after the waves subside, 
a single fountain resembling the spout of a breathing 
whale appears.

The area adjacent to St. Nicholas Church is designed 
as a green space. Hedge elements and lawns mark 
the former positions of historic buildings and thus 
illustrate the Hanseatic city’s rich history.
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Legal notice Copyright

the contents and works produced by the site operator 
are subject to German copyright laws. The duplication, 
editing, distribution and any kind of use beyond what 
is permitted by the copyright laws requires written 
authorisation from the respective author or content 
creator.

Image rights

Wes GmbH landscapearchitecture owns the unlimi-
ted usage rights and non-exclusive rights for all of the 
image material that appears in this document. 

in the context of the use of the external image material 
we are exempt from any claims by third parties. Wes 
GmbH landscapearchitecture is not liable for images 
provided by the project partners. 

By providing image material, the project partners 
avouch that they have unrestricted use of the image 
material, that it is not subject to rights by third parties, 
the persons pictured consent to the publication and 
that no fees must be paid for this. 

Links to photographers

site plans and Visualisations: 
Wes landschaftsarchitektur
www.wes-la.de

photos:  
Christian roedel
www.arguseye.de

Wes GmbH
landschaftsarchitektur (landscapearchitecture) 

managing shareholders:
peter schatz
Wolfgang betz
michael kaschke
Henrike Wehberg-Krafft
Claus rödding

district court Hamburg Hrb 100420

person responsible for content according to 
§ 55 abs. 2 rstV: Wolfgang betz (address as above)

The rules of professional conduct are specified in:
(1)  Chamber of Construction law Hamburg  

(baukaG HH)
(2)  implementing regulations for Chamber of  

Construction law (dVo baukaG HH)
(3) main statute of Hamburg Chamber of architects 

the professional regulations can be viewed and 
accessed via the website of the Hamburg Chamber of 
architects www.akhh.de / section: recht (legal issues).

the legal occupational title “landschaftsarchitekt” 
(landscape architect) was awarded to Wes & partner 
Gbr in Germany following their entry in the list of ar-
chitects of the Hamburg Chamber of architects.

Hamburgische architektenkammer  
(Hamburg Chamber of architects)
Grindelhof 40
20146 Hamburg
telephone: +49 (0)40 441841-0
telefax:       +49 (0)40 441841-44
info@akhh.de
www.akhh.de


