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World Horticultural Exposition 2003 Rostock

INTERNATIONAL FLAIR  

Client

Type

Location

Competition

Realisation

Partner

Project period Size

IGA ROSTOCK GMBH

GMP ARCHITEKTEN VON GERKAN, MARG  
UND PARTNER
SCHLAICH, BERGERMANN & PARTNER 

EXHIBITION & LEISURE

ROSTOCK, GERMANY

1. PRIZE, 1997

WES & PARTNER

1997-2003 900.000 m²

Concept

The site of the world horticultural exposition in 
Rostock was the setting for the garden show and 
exposition in 2003. Today it is a public park. The open 
space concept works with the opposition between 
the existing or regenerating landscape and stylised 
garden culture. Specific areas will be reinvented, in 
order to contrast old and new. The existing landscape 
will not be remodelled.

The development site stretches from the edges of the 
city to the banks of the River Warnow. It is a low land 
area, permeated by many ditches and streams.  A for-
mer calibrated watershed has been enlarged to form 
a lake. Floating gardens are anchored on the River 
Warnow, leading the visitors along the riverbank pro-
menade to the exhibition site. The show gardens have 
been accentuated within the landscape, as clusters 
with differently-sized spaces enclosed by hedges.

From the main entrance „Hamburger Tor“, artificial 
fountains and lines of fountains criss-cross through 
the exhibition halls and the central exhibition site. 
From here, a funicular railway crosses the exhibition 
site, as far as the estuary of the Schmarler Bach. One 
of the special features of the project‘s masterplan 
is the harmonious integration of the horticultural 
contributions by the 25 nations and the concept for 
subsequent use.
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Legal notice Copyright

The contents and works produced by the site operator 
are subject to German copyright laws. The duplication, 
editing, distribution and any kind of use beyond what 
is permitted by the copyright laws requires written 
authorisation from the respective author or content 
creator.

Image rights

WES GmbH LandscapeArchitecture owns the unlimi-
ted usage rights and non-exclusive rights for all of the 
image material that appears in this document. 

In the context of the use of the external image material 
we are exempt from any claims by third parties. WES 
GmbH LandscapeArchitecture is not liable for images 
provided by the project partners. 

By providing image material, the project partners 
avouch that they have unrestricted use of the image 
material, that it is not subject to rights by third parties, 
the persons pictured consent to the publication and 
that no fees must be paid for this. 

Links to photographers

Site plans, sketches and photos: 
WES LandschaftsArchitektur
www.wes-la.de

WES GmbH
LandschaftsArchitektur (LandscapeArchitecture) 

Managing Shareholders:
Peter Schatz
Wolfgang Betz
Michael Kaschke
Henrike Wehberg-Krafft
Claus Rödding

District court Hamburg HRB 100420

Person responsible for content according to 
§ 55 Abs. 2 RStV: Wolfgang Betz (address as above)

The rules of professional conduct are specified in:
(1)  Chamber of Construction Law Hamburg  

(BauKaG HH)
(2)  Implementing regulations for Chamber of  

Construction Law (DVO BauKaG HH)
(3) Main statute of Hamburg Chamber of Architects 

The professional regulations can be viewed and 
accessed via the website of the Hamburg Chamber of 
Architects www.akhh.de / Section: Recht (legal issues).

The legal occupational title “Landschaftsarchitekt” 
(landscape architect) was awarded to WES & Partner 
GbR in Germany following their entry in the list of ar-
chitects of the Hamburg Chamber of Architects.

Hamburgische Architektenkammer  
(Hamburg Chamber of Architects)
Grindelhof 40
20146 Hamburg
Telephone: +49 (0)40 441841-0
Telefax:       +49 (0)40 441841-44
info@akhh.de
www.akhh.de


