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Redesign of the Mittelbau-Dora Memorial, Nordhausen

EXPOSED HISTORY

Concept

The Mittelbau-Dora Memorial commemorates the 
lives and suffering of countless concentration camp 
prisoners who were subjected to inhumane conditions 
in 1944/45, forced to dig massive tunnels into the 
mountain to produce V2 rockets. Historical relics from 
the Nazi era and the functional structure of the camp 
site are being carefully uncovered and worked out as 
part of the redesign of the memorial site. By opening 
up traces of the ground, the historical topography and 
the former division into prisoner camps, SS areas and 
industrial sites will become visible again for future 
generations.

White gravel marks the locations and frames the floor 
plans of the former prisoner barracks, the trunks of 
existing trees are painted white. The ash grave at the 
former crematorium is marked as a mass grave by a 
gray gravel surface and a concrete border. In contrast 
to the open meadows of the surrounding area, the 
lawn of the former camp sports field is „perfectly“ 
pruned. To highlight the original prison block structu-
re, a stamped concrete wall has been placed on the 
surviving foundation walls of the detention building 
and the place of execution. The layers of concrete 
placed on top of each other make adaunting referen-
ce to this place within the camp and create a space 
with a clear definition to commemorate the victims of 
the tyranny.

Client

STIFTUNG GEDENKSTÄTTE BUCHENWALD  
UND MITTELBAU-DORA

WES LANDSCAPEARCHITECTURE

Type

Location

Realisation

Project period Size

PUBLIC SPACES & SQUARES

NORDHAUSEN, GERMANY

2000 - 2005 ca. 100 ha

Partner

HANS-HERMANN KRAFFT, BERLIN
KLEINEBERG ARCHITEKTEN, BRAUNSCHWEIG

1ST PRIZE COMPETITION 2001
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Legal notice Copyright

The contents and works produced by the site operator 
are subject to German copyright laws. The duplication, 
editing, distribution and any kind of use beyond what 
is permitted by the copyright laws requires written 
authorisation from the respective author or content 
creator.

Image rights

WES GmbH LandscapeArchitecture owns the unlimi-
ted usage rights and non-exclusive rights for all of the 
image material that appears in this document. 

In the context of the use of the external image material 
we are exempt from any claims by third parties. WES 
GmbH LandscapeArchitecture is not liable for images 
provided by the project partners. 

By providing image material, the project partners 
avouch that they have unrestricted use of the image 
material, that it is not subject to rights by third parties, 
the persons pictured consent to the publication and 
that no fees must be paid for this. 

Links to photographers

WES GmbH
LandschaftsArchitektur (LandscapeArchitecture) 

Managing Shareholders:
Wolfgang Betz
Michael Kaschke
Henrike Wehberg-Krafft
Claus Rödding

District court Hamburg HRB 100420

Person responsible for content according to 
§ 55 Abs. 2 RStV: Wolfgang Betz (address as above)

The rules of professional conduct are specified in:
(1) �Chamber of Construction Law Hamburg  

(BauKaG HH)
(2) �Implementing regulations for Chamber of  

Construction Law (DVO BauKaG HH)
(3) Main statute of Hamburg Chamber of Architects 

The professional regulations can be viewed and 
accessed via the website of the Hamburg Chamber of 
Architects www.akhh.de / Section: Recht (legal issues).

The legal occupational title “Landschaftsarchitekt” 
(landscape architect) was awarded to WES & Partner 
GbR in Germany following their entry in the list of ar-
chitects of the Hamburg Chamber of Architects.

Hamburgische Architektenkammer  
(Hamburg Chamber of Architects)
Grindelhof 40
20146 Hamburg
Telephone: +49 (0)40 441841-0
Telefax:       +49 (0)40 441841-44
info@akhh.de
www.akhh.de
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Sebastian Grimm
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