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Landscape park Halde Norddeutschland, Neukirchen-Vluyn

THE MOUNTAIN OF SILENCE

Client

Type

Location

Competition

Realisation

Partner

Project period Size

CITY OF NEUKIRCHEN-VLUYN;  
RVR RUHR GRÜN

ARTIST GROUP OBSERVATORIUM, 
ROTTERDAM (NL)

EXHIBITIONS & LEISURE 

NEUKIRCHEN-VLUYN, GERMANY

1. PRIZE „HALDE NORDDEUTSCHLAND“, 2002

WES & PARTNER

2002-2009 18.800 m²

Concept

The former mining tip „Berghalde Norddeutschland” 
is the biggest tip in the Ruhr region. 18,000,000 t of 
mining material, deposited in an area of 91 ha, extend 
to about 18 m in height. In the centre there is a cra-
ter-like plateau, made accessible to the public after 
the mining dump was no longer used. 

The design interprets the dump as a „mountain of 
stillness”. Just a few, targeted interventions transfor-
med the mining tip into an artistic landmark. At the 
same time, kite flyers, paragliders, mountain bikers 
and horseriders can find optimum conditions here. A 
panorama route along the edge of the crater provides 
visitors and athletes with impressive views into the 
wide expanse of the landscape.

In the large „inner crater” in the centre of the mining 
tip, everything else „disappears”: the wide expanse, 
the sounds, the wind. A place to secretly take a break. 
The crater for example provides space for concerts, 
while the steel „hall building”, visible from a great 
distance, is used for festivities and sports events. 

The mining tip can be climbed using an intentionally 
narrow „stairway to heaven”, cut into the slope. With 
its precise shape it creates a clear landmark.
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Publications

DVD Das Ruhrgebiet - Halden und Panoramen
Director: DA Music
DA Music, 2012

Book Oben: Haldenlandschaft Ruhrgebiet  
Authors: Wolfgang Berke Manfred Vollmer 
Klartext-Verlagsges.,2010

Book Über alle Berge: Der definitive Haldenführer Ruhrgebiet
Editor: Wolfgang Berke
Klartext-Verlagsges.,2010
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Legal notice Copyright

The contents and works produced by the site operator 
are subject to German copyright laws. The duplication, 
editing, distribution and any kind of use beyond what 
is permitted by the copyright laws requires written 
authorisation from the respective author or content 
creator.

Image rights

WES GmbH LandscapeArchitecture owns the unlimi-
ted usage rights and non-exclusive rights for all of the 
image material that appears in this document. 

In the context of the use of the external image material 
we are exempt from any claims by third parties. WES 
GmbH LandscapeArchitecture is not liable for images 
provided by the project partners. 

By providing image material, the project partners 
avouch that they have unrestricted use of the image 
material, that it is not subject to rights by third parties, 
the persons pictured consent to the publication and 
that no fees must be paid for this. 

Links to photographers

Aerial photo: Microsoft Corporation
www.bing.com/maps/

Photos, section + site plan: 
WES LandschaftsArchitektur
www.wes-la.de

WES GmbH
LandschaftsArchitektur (LandscapeArchitecture) 

Managing Shareholders:
Peter Schatz
Wolfgang Betz
Michael Kaschke
Henrike Wehberg-Krafft
Claus Rödding

District court Hamburg HRB 100420

Person responsible for content according to 
§ 55 Abs. 2 RStV: Wolfgang Betz (address as above)

The rules of professional conduct are specified in:
(1)  Chamber of Construction Law Hamburg  

(BauKaG HH)
(2)  Implementing regulations for Chamber of  

Construction Law (DVO BauKaG HH)
(3) Main statute of Hamburg Chamber of Architects 

The professional regulations can be viewed and 
accessed via the website of the Hamburg Chamber of 
Architects www.akhh.de / Section: Recht (legal issues).

The legal occupational title “Landschaftsarchitekt” 
(landscape architect) was awarded to WES & Partner 
GbR in Germany following their entry in the list of ar-
chitects of the Hamburg Chamber of Architects.

Hamburgische Architektenkammer  
(Hamburg Chamber of Architects)
Grindelhof 40
20146 Hamburg
Telephone: +49 (0)40 441841-0
Telefax:       +49 (0)40 441841-44
info@akhh.de
www.akhh.de


