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Offenbachplatz, Cologne

OPERA DISTRICT

Client

OFFENBACHPLATZ: 
GEBÄUDEWIRTSCHAFT DER STADT KÖLN 
OPERNQUARTIER: STADT KÖLN, 
AMT FÜR STRASSEN UND VERKEHRSTECHNIK 

Concept

During the renovation of Cologne’s stages, the open 
spaces of the opera district were redesigned. The 
district includes the Offenbachplatz situated in front 
of the Opera, as well as the Schauspielhaus and the 
three adjacent streets in the north, west and south—
the Glockengasse, Krebsgasse and Brüderstraße. The 
implemented measures strengthen the identity of the 
quarter by redefining the relationship between the 
urban elements, opening up views and emphasising 
the sculptural character of the Opera and the Schau-
spielhaus. At the same time, the surrounding streets 
around the edges of the Opera and the Schauspiel-
haus are enhanced.

During the renovation of the open spaces, great value 
was placed on reconstructing the squares with so-
called Grümmer paving (Grümmerscher Belag) and 
the fountain, according to the plans of Jürgen Hans 
Grümmer, who designed the facilities in 1966/67. At 
the same time, Cologne’s typical urban references, 
including a wide range of views and window-like 
openings, have been highlighted and the scale and 
proportion of the open spaces developed in a way 
that is appropriate to Riphan‘s architecture. An open 
ambience with a high level of appeal, the consistent 
creation of a new way of perceiving the opera quarter, 
as well as a noise protection in front of areas with 
traffic, very much enhance the urban quality of the 
quarter in a contemporary way.

Type

Location

Project period Size

PUBLIC SPACES & SQUARES

COLOGNE, GERMANY

Realisation

WES LANDSCAPEARCHITECTURE

2011 - 2016 16.620 m²

Partner

IPL CONSULT, COLOGNE

VOF-Verfahren

1. PLATZ SANIERUNG BÜHNEN KÖLN + 
OFFENBACHPLATZ, 2011
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Project Images

Offenbachplatz  
mit Opernbrunnen

"Grümmerbrunnen"

Das Schauspielhaus

Das Opernhaus

Bühne

Bühne

Kleines Haus

Kleiner Offenbachplatz mit 
unterirdischer Kinderoper
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Legal notice Copyright

The contents and works produced by the site operator 
are subject to German copyright laws. The duplication, 
editing, distribution and any kind of use beyond what 
is permitted by the copyright laws requires written 
authorisation from the respective author or content 
creator.

Image rights

WES GmbH LandscapeArchitecture owns the unlimi-
ted usage rights and non-exclusive rights for all of the 
image material that appears in this document. 

In the context of the use of the external image material 
we are exempt from any claims by third parties. WES 
GmbH LandscapeArchitecture is not liable for images 
provided by the project partners. 

By providing image material, the project partners 
avouch that they have unrestricted use of the image 
material, that it is not subject to rights by third parties, 
the persons pictured consent to the publication and 
that no fees must be paid for this. 

Links to photographers

Site plan, renderings and photos:
WES LandschaftsArchitektur
www.wes-la.de
 
Renderings (1, 3): 
HHVISION 
www.hh-vision.eu

WES GmbH
LandschaftsArchitektur (LandscapeArchitecture) 

Managing Shareholders:
Wolfgang Betz
Michael Kaschke
Henrike Wehberg-Krafft
Claus Rödding

District court Hamburg HRB 100420

Person responsible for content according to 
§ 55 Abs. 2 RStV: Wolfgang Betz (address as above)

The rules of professional conduct are specified in:
(1)  Chamber of Construction Law Hamburg  

(BauKaG HH)
(2)  Implementing regulations for Chamber of  

Construction Law (DVO BauKaG HH)
(3) Main statute of Hamburg Chamber of Architects 

The professional regulations can be viewed and 
accessed via the website of the Hamburg Chamber of 
Architects www.akhh.de / Section: Recht (legal issues).

The legal occupational title “Landschaftsarchitekt” 
(landscape architect) was awarded to WES & Partner 
GbR in Germany following their entry in the list of archi-
tects of the Hamburg Chamber of Architects.

Hamburgische Architektenkammer  
(Hamburg Chamber of Architects)
Grindelhof 40
20146 Hamburg
Telephone: +49 (0)40 441841-0
Telefax:       +49 (0)40 441841-44
info@akhh.de
www.akhh.de


