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Expo Plaza, Hannover

GLOBAL PLACE OF ENCOUNTER

Concept

The Expo Plaza, the central venue of Germany's EXPO
2000 world exhibition, is distinguished by a quiet, vast
and bright square that creates space at the centre
and is framed along the outer edges by buildings and
rows of trees. As part of the redesign, the entire area
- which boasts a mature stock of trees and originally
sloped from east to west - was levelled to create a
uniform rostrum and the plaza surface was reoriented
to the south. In combination with stepped seating in
front of the former German Pavilion, the paved open
space thus becomes an ‘arena.

Strongly space-defining and rigorously aligned

rows of trees at the outer edges of the plaza form

a leafy edge to the public space and underscore

the urbanistically desired uniform architectural
framework. The loosely distributed existing trees on
the plaza were retained and resolutely integrated into
the design concept. Surrounded by circular rings of
seating steps that rise up or descend, they give scale
to the place, provide shade and also define places of
encounter.

Sparingly employed design elements such as water
fountains, a round basin and joints that emit light and
mist create a special atmosphere: In the evening
hours, spotlights and misting nozzle in the stepped
rings cause the treetops to float above the plaza.
During the day, a field of dancing water fountains

in front of the stepped seating provides a soothing
soundscape while also creating pleasant climatic
conditions.
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WES GmbH
LandschaftsArchitektur (LandscapeArchitecture)

Managing Shareholders:
Peter Schatz

Wolfgang Betz

Michael Kaschke
Henrike Wehberg-Krafft
Claus Rédding

District court Hamburg HRB 100420

Person responsible for content according to
§ 55 Abs. 2 RStV: Wolfgang Betz (address as above)

The rules of professional conduct are specified in:

(1) Chamber of Construction Law Hamburg
(BauKaG HH)

(2) Implementing regulations for Chamber of
Construction Law (DVO BauKaG HH)

(3) Main statute of Hamburg Chamber of Architects

The professional regulations can be viewed and
accessed via the website of the Hamburg Chamber of
Architects www.akhh.de / Section: Recht (legal issues).

The legal occupational title “Landschaftsarchitekt”
(landscape architect) was awarded to WES & Partner
GDbR in Germany following their entry in the list of archi-
tects of the Hamburg Chamber of Architects.

Hamburgische Architektenkammer
(Hamburg Chamber of Architects)
Grindelhof 40

20146 Hamburg

Telephone: +49 (0)40 441841-0
Telefax: +49 (0)40 441841-44
info@akhh.de

www.akhh.de
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The contents and works produced by the site operator
are subject to German copyright laws. The duplication,
editing, distribution and any kind of use beyond what
is permitted by the copyright laws requires written
authorisation from the respective author or content
creator.

WES GmbH LandscapeArchitecture owns the unlimi-
ted usage rights and non-exclusive rights for all of the
image material that appears in this document.

In the context of the use of the external image material
we are exempt from any claims by third parties. WES
GmbH LandscapeArchitecture is not liable for images
provided by the project partners.

By providing image material, the project partners
avouch that they have unrestricted use of the image
material, that it is not subject to rights by third parties,
the persons pictured consent to the publication and
that no fees must be paid for this.
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Sketches:
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