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Alter Wall, Hamburg

GRANDEUR OF SPACE

Client

Type

Location

Realisation

Project period Size

OTTO WULFF BID GESELLSCHAFT MBH

PUBLIC SPACES & SQUARES

HAMBURG, GERMANY

WES LANDSCAPEARCHITECTURE

since 2018 3.570 m²

Concept

The tranquility and grandeur of classic urban spaces 
with their authentic compositions and materials meet 
the abstract space of contemporary art on Alter Wall. 
In the vicinity of historically significant buildings such 
as the stock exchange and town hall, the site bears 
ideal layers from different times. In addition to the 
external elements of the building, facades, materials, 
compositions and light structures, the immaterial spirit 
of the place, the genius loci, becomes perceptible 
through a restrained, uniform design in form and 
material - space is given to the room.

As a connecting urban space between Rathausmarkt 
and Adolphsplatz, the Alter Wall is a central part of 
the square area of   the Stock Exchange and Rathaus, it 
connects the building ensemble. To emphasize this, a 
wide, tapered carpet of light granite slabs with white 
granite inlays creates a calm, monochromatic overall 
impression. A 23 meter long, 3 meter wide, polished 
bench offers the opportunity to experience the place 
with all its facets.

Two 8.5 meter high sculptures by the international 
artist Olafur Eliasson entitled “Society Mirror” tower 
against the background of the calm, space-giving 
square design. Inside, a kaleidoscope reflects the 
surroundings, the people and the sky from multiple 
perspectives. The connection between inside and 
outside creates spaces to pause and marvel.

Competition

1st PRIZE COMPETITION 2018
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Legal notice Copyright

The contents and works produced by the site operator 
are subject to German copyright laws. The duplication, 
editing, distribution and any kind of use beyond what 
is permitted by the copyright laws requires written 
authorisation from the respective author or content 
creator.

Image rights

WES GmbH LandscapeArchitecture owns the unlimi-
ted usage rights and non-exclusive rights for all of the 
image material that appears in this document. 

In the context of the use of the external image material 
we are exempt from any claims by third parties. WES 
GmbH LandscapeArchitecture is not liable for images 
provided by the project partners. 

By providing image material, the project partners 
avouch that they have unrestricted use of the image 
material, that it is not subject to rights by third parties, 
the persons pictured consent to the publication and 
that no fees must be paid for this. 

Links to photographers

WES GmbH
LandschaftsArchitektur (LandscapeArchitecture) 

Managing Shareholders:
Wolfgang Betz
Michael Kaschke
Henrike Wehberg-Krafft
Claus Rödding

District court Hamburg HRB 100420

Person responsible for content according to 
§ 55 Abs. 2 RStV: Wolfgang Betz (address as above)

The rules of professional conduct are specified in:
(1)  Chamber of Construction Law Hamburg  

(BauKaG HH)
(2)  Implementing regulations for Chamber of  

Construction Law (DVO BauKaG HH)
(3) Main statute of Hamburg Chamber of Architects 

The professional regulations can be viewed and 
accessed via the website of the Hamburg Chamber of 
Architects www.akhh.de / Section: Recht (legal issues).

The legal occupational title “Landschaftsarchitekt” 
(landscape architect) was awarded to WES & Partner 
GbR in Germany following their entry in the list of ar-
chitects of the Hamburg Chamber of Architects.

Hamburgische Architektenkammer  
(Hamburg Chamber of Architects)
Grindelhof 40
20146 Hamburg
Telephone: +49 (0)40 441841-0
Telefax:       +49 (0)40 441841-44
info@akhh.de
www.akhh.de

Site plans, renderings, sectional views:
WES LandscapeArchitecture
www.wes-la.de

Renderings:
Moka-Studio
www.moka-studio.com


