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Grasbrook Park, HafenCity Hamburg 

PLAYING IN THE HARBOUR BREEZE

Client

Type

Location

Project period Size

HAfENcITY GmBH, HAmBURG 
 

publiC spaCes & squares

HAmBURG, Germany

Realisation

Partner

EmBT ENRIc mIRALLEs/BENEdETTA TAGLIABUE,  
BARcELONA

Wes landsCapearCHiteCture

2011 - 2013 12.150 m²

Concept

as a versatile and verdant place to play, Grasbrook 
park in HafenCity enjoys being one of Hamburg’s 
most popular play parks. the gentle modulation of the 
terrain establishes varied qualities for differentiated 
areas of quiet and activity. the park is surrounded by 
ship-like hedges of topiary plants. besides play and 
climbing equipment, a water play area – with a water 
basin and three meandering waterways plus fountains 
and water spouts – forms the centre of the park. this 
reflects the design idea of a broad Elbe with many 
elbe islands. 

Children, adolescents and local residents were 
intensively involved in the design process during the 
preliminary design phase as part of a participatory 
procedure. the ideas from the civic participation 
process have been implemented as a palm-tree clim-
bing forest with tree house, a slide and various swing 
bridges and climbing plateaus as well as a cross-ge-
nerational playground area with full-body trainers. 
a toddler play area with a place for sand play and a 
mud table complements the broad range of offerings 
for diverse age groups.

Grasbrook park adopts the materials used in the 
Western HafenCity, its yellow granite and concrete 
slab paving, and gives them structure with inlaid fields 
of ‘carpet’. the overall result is a park that continues 
HafenCity in form and function while also enriching 
the district’s amenable qualities with an additional 
valuable component. 

Awards

mAIN PRIZE IN 2Nd RANk, dEUTscHER 
sPIELRAUm-PREIs 2019 „RAUm füR BEwEGUNG“ 
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Legal notice Copyright

the contents and works produced by the site operator 
are subject to German copyright laws. the duplication, 
editing, distribution and any kind of use beyond what 
is permitted by the copyright laws requires written 
authorisation from the respective author or content 
creator.

Image rights

Wes GmbH landscapearchitecture owns the unlimi-
ted usage rights and non-exclusive rights for all of the 
image material that appears in this document. 

in the context of the use of the external image material 
we are exempt from any claims by third parties. Wes 
GmbH landscapearchitecture is not liable for images 
provided by the project partners. 

by providing image material, the project partners 
avouch that they have unrestricted use of the image 
material, that it is not subject to rights by third parties, 
the persons pictured consent to the publication and 
that no fees must be paid for this. 

Links to photographers

site plan:
EmBT Enric miralles/Benedetta Tagliabue, Barcelona
www.mirallestagliabue.com

photos:
HafenCity GmbH / thomas Hampel 
www.hafencity.com 

Wes GmbH
landschaftsarchitektur (landscapearchitecture) 

managing shareholders:
peter schatz
Wolfgang betz
michael Kaschke
Henrike Wehberg-Krafft
Claus rödding

district court Hamburg Hrb 100420

person responsible for content according to 
§ 55 abs. 2 rstV: Wolfgang betz (address as above)

The rules of professional conduct are specified in:
(1)  Chamber of Construction law Hamburg  

(bauKaG HH)
(2)  implementing regulations for Chamber of  

Construction law (dVo bauKaG HH)
(3) main statute of Hamburg Chamber of architects 

the professional regulations can be viewed and 
accessed via the website of the Hamburg Chamber of 
architects www.akhh.de / section: recht (legal issues).

the legal occupational title “landschaftsarchitekt” 
(landscape architect) was awarded to Wes & partner 
Gbr in Germany following their entry in the list of ar-
chitects of the Hamburg Chamber of architects.

Hamburgische architektenkammer  
(Hamburg Chamber of architects)
Grindelhof 40
20146 Hamburg
telephone: +49 (0)40 441841-0
telefax:       +49 (0)40 441841-44
info@akhh.de
www.akhh.de


