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Parcel post office Altona, Hamburg  

PROTECTIVE UNDULATING FORTRESS

Client

german federal mail/head office of federal 
mail 

Type

Location

Competition

Realisation

Project period Size

Public spaces & squares 

HAMBURG, germany

Prize by ministry of construction and urban 
development, 1972
award for exemplary achievement in art and 
architecture, 1972

Wes & Partner

1972 - 1974 4.200 m²

Concept

The Altona parcel post office is located on the former 
site of the Kaltenkirchen railway station in the imme-
diate vicinity of a main road. In order to protect the 
open space area from the noise of the heavy traffic 
and to express a clear signal in the urban space, the 
forecourt area itself has been set 4.60 m above the 
street level.

The actual access to the enclosed forecourt is 
marked by an old poplar solitaire in a gently upward 
sloping incision in the wall. The wall and the entire 
open space consist of an iridescent misfired clinker, 
later called OPD mixture. This red stone covering 
stretches like a carpet up to the buildings. A small 
area of water forms the centre of the square with 
cut Taxus solitaires and large plane leaves and fruits 
of cast aluminium under several shady plane trees, 
which mediate between the high-rise building and 
the visitors. The cut Taxus sculptures and the cast ele-
ments emphasize the art-in-architecture aspect of the 
entire design. A lowered seating recess and a circular 
bench give visitors the opportunity for encounter and 
exchange.
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Legal notice Copyright

Image rights

Links to photographers

Site Plan + Photos:
WES LandschaftsArchitektur
www.wes-la.de

The contents and works produced by the site operator 
are subject to German copyright laws. The duplication, 
editing, distribution and any kind of use beyond what 
is permitted by the copyright laws requires written 
authorisation from the respective author or content 
creator.

WES GmbH LandscapeArchitecture owns the unlimi-
ted usage rights and non-exclusive rights for all of the 
image material that appears in this document. 

In the context of the use of the external image material 
we are exempt from any claims by third parties. WES 
GmbH LandscapeArchitecture is not liable for images 
provided by the project partners. 

By providing image material, the project partners 
avouch that they have unrestricted use of the image 
material, that it is not subject to rights by third parties, 
the persons pictured consent to the publication and 
that no fees must be paid for this. 

WES GmbH
LandschaftsArchitektur (LandscapeArchitecture) 

Managing Shareholders:
Peter Schatz
Wolfgang Betz
Michael Kaschke
Henrike Wehberg-Krafft
Claus Rödding

District court Hamburg HRB 100420

Person responsible for content according to 
§ 55 Abs. 2 RStV: Wolfgang Betz (address as above)

The rules of professional conduct are specified in:
(1) �Chamber of Construction Law Hamburg  

(BauKaG HH)
(2) �Implementing regulations for Chamber of  

Construction Law (DVO BauKaG HH)
(3) Main statute of Hamburg Chamber of Architects 

The professional regulations can be viewed and 
accessed via the website of the Hamburg Chamber of 
Architects www.akhh.de / Section: Recht (legal issues).

The legal occupational title “Landschaftsarchitekt” 
(landscape architect) was awarded to WES & Partner 
GbR in Germany following their entry in the list of ar-
chitects of the Hamburg Chamber of Architects.

Hamburgische Architektenkammer  
(Hamburg Chamber of Architects)
Grindelhof 40
20146 Hamburg
Telephone: +49 (0)40 441841-0
Telefax:       +49 (0)40 441841-44
info@akhh.de
www.akhh.de


