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Redesign of the pedestrian zone Weender Straße in Göttingen

AN ELEGANT CATWALK

Client

Type

Location

Competition

Realisation

Partner

Project period Size

CITY OF GÖTTINGEN

HANS-HERMANN KFRAFFT, BERLIN

INGENIEURE RINNE & PARTNER, GÖTTINGEN

PUBLIC SPACES & SQUARES 

GERMANY

1. PRIZE „NEUGESTALTUNG DER FUSSGÄNGERZONE 
WEENDER STRASSE“, 2008

WES LANDSCHAFTSARCHITEKTUR

2009-2014 13.500 m²

Concept

The Weender Straße, the most important inner-city 
axis in Göttingen, displays reserved elegance and 
timelessness.

A second glance reveals the ingenious impact of 
the surfaces, which is convincing both in terms of 
aesthetics and function. The viewer gains an overall 
impression of a homogeneous carpet extending from 
the edge of one building to another and comprising 
of large natural stone slabs in varying light beige and 
red-brown colours. The colour of the historic building 
seems to be reflected in the subtle shifts in the 
carpet’s appearance. Depending on the time of day 
and night, as well as the weather and light conditions, 
the street conveys a wide variety of moods. 

Wide drains and curbstones at ground level make 
a subtle reference to the historic “triple-zoning” that 
originally divided the street into a pavement area and 
zone for vehicles. At the same time, a high level of 
flexibility in the utilisation has been achieved. 

The incorporation of the Altes Rathaus (old town hall) 
into the public zone creates a spatial climax: a carpet 
of paving set in front of the building, the same size 
as the floor plan of the Altes Rathaus, structures the 
square while at the same time strikingly emphasizing 
its spaciousness.
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Legal notice Copyright

The contents and works produced by the site operator 
are subject to German copyright laws. The duplication, 
editing, distribution and any kind of use beyond what 
is permitted by the copyright laws requires written 
authorisation from the respective author or content 
creator.

Image rights

WES GmbH LandscapeArchitecture owns the unlimi-
ted usage rights and non-exclusive rights for all of the 
image material that appears in this document. 

In the context of the use of the external image material 
we are exempt from any claims by third parties. WES 
GmbH LandscapeArchitecture is not liable for images 
provided by the project partners. 

By providing image material, the project partners 
avouch that they have unrestricted use of the image 
material, that it is not subject to rights by third parties, 
the persons pictured consent to the publication and 
that no fees must be paid for this. 

Links to photographers

Alexander Paul Brandes 
www.alexanderpaulbrandes.com

Helge Mundt Photographie 
www.helgemundt.de

Site plan + Visualisation: WES LandschaftsArchitektur
www.wes-la.de
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Person responsible for content according to 
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The professional regulations can be viewed and 
accessed via the website of the Hamburg Chamber of 
Architects www.akhh.de / Section: Recht (legal issues).

The legal occupational title “Landschaftsarchitekt” 
(landscape architect) was awarded to WES & Partner 
GbR in Germany following their entry in the list of ar-
chitects of the Hamburg Chamber of Architects.
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