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Jakob-Kaiser-Haus (Dorotheenblöcke), Berlin 

ORIGINAL TRANQUILITY 

Client

Type

Location

Realisation

Partner

Project period Size

BUNDESBAUGESELLSCHAFT BERLIN MBH 

GMP ARCHITEKTEN VON GERKAN MARG UND 
PARTNER, HAMBURG

SERVICE & ADMINISTRATION

GERMANY

WLES  WEHBERG  LANGE  EPPINGER  SCHMITDKE

1996 - 2003 3.000 m²

Concept

The two adjacent courtyards in the Jakob-Kaiser-Haus 
show the seemingly familiar image of a Nordic river 
landscape from above. Only on closer inspection does 
it become clear that the picture contains many discre-
pancies. For example, it is not typical for pine trees to 
grow directly by the water and the nearby Spree does 
not flow into the courtyards as a waterfall, as one 
might think. Huge blocks of granite, which appear to 
have fallen over, prove to have been precisely placed 
and a large concrete staircase, which implies that it 
might lead to a building circulation, ends in nothing.

In a third courtyard, on a huge, slightly undulating 
bed of moss framed with black basalt gravel, there 
are several granite balls from Portugal that are many 
millions of years old. Oversized pom-poms rise up 
between them, moving gently and glowing with in 
colour in the dark.

The interplay of individual elements overturns the 
viewers’ expectations. Dimensions are shifted. This 
allows the viewer to take a different perspective in or-
der to distinguish the important from the unimportant 
and to reorder the things of the day.
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Legal notice Copyright

The contents and works produced by the site operator 
are subject to German copyright laws. The duplication, 
editing, distribution and any kind of use beyond what 
is permitted by the copyright laws requires written 
authorisation from the respective author or content 
creator.

Image rights

WES GmbH LandscapeArchitecture owns the unlimi-
ted usage rights and non-exclusive rights for all of the 
image material that appears in this document. 

In the context of the use of the external image material 
we are exempt from any claims by third parties. WES 
GmbH LandscapeArchitecture is not liable for images 
provided by the project partners. 

By providing image material, the project partners 
avouch that they have unrestricted use of the image 
material, that it is not subject to rights by third parties, 
the persons pictured consent to the publication and 
that no fees must be paid for this. 

Links to photographers

Photos: 
Sandra Jacques
www.dieWeltimBlick.de

WES LandschaftsArchitektur
www.wes-la.de

WES GmbH
LandschaftsArchitektur (LandscapeArchitecture) 

Managing Shareholders:
Peter Schatz
Wolfgang Betz
Michael Kaschke
Henrike Wehberg-Krafft
Claus Rödding

District court Hamburg HRB 100420

Person responsible for content according to 
§ 55 Abs. 2 RStV: Wolfgang Betz (address as above)

The rules of professional conduct are specified in:
(1)  Chamber of Construction Law Hamburg  

(BauKaG HH)
(2)  Implementing regulations for Chamber of  

Construction Law (DVO BauKaG HH)
(3) Main statute of Hamburg Chamber of Architects 

The professional regulations can be viewed and 
accessed via the website of the Hamburg Chamber of 
Architects www.akhh.de / Section: Recht (legal issues).

The legal occupational title “Landschaftsarchitekt” 
(landscape architect) was awarded to WES & Partner 
GbR in Germany following their entry in the list of ar-
chitects of the Hamburg Chamber of Architects.

Hamburgische Architektenkammer  
(Hamburg Chamber of Architects)
Grindelhof 40
20146 Hamburg
Telephone: +49 (0)40 441841-0
Telefax:       +49 (0)40 441841-44
info@akhh.de
www.akhh.de


