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Urban Residence on Schinkelplatz, Berlin

GREEN BROOCH

Concept

Precisely placed architecture forms spaces. Close to
the statue of Karl Friedrich Schinkel are some of his
most important works, such as the Schlossbrucke
(Palace Bridge), the Neue Wache (New Guardhouse),
the Friedrichswerder Church, and the Bauakademie
(Building Academy). The inner courtyard and
surrounding context of the new “Schinkelplatz”
buildings make direct reference to these works and
to the Berlin City Palace. The four caryatids at the
base of the statue symbolise history and Schinkel's
fields of activity: architecture, painting and sculpture.
His thinking was holistic.The inner courtyard of the
new buildings is dominated by a landscaped centre,
surrounded by hedges, as a “green brooch” with
picturesque trees (sophora) along with edging and
steps of green granite. The carpet-like paving is laid
out as a chequerboard of white and beige granite
inspired by Schinkel's motifs. A peripheral decorative
band accentuates the carpet motif, while smaller-
scale decorative bands provide an additional visual
border to delimit the terraces. Large, bronze-coloured
planters politely demarcate between private and
semi-public areas.The historical significance of the
site is underscored by a quotation from Schinkel

on a water object, the sky mirror, which is the focal
point of views from Prinzengasse: “Fine art also has

a moral repercussion; the freedom of perception in
general, represented by certain images in the field of
the purely beautiful, excludes everything egoistic; the
artist's endeavour is that all should share in enjoyment
to the highest degree.”

Client
FRANKONIA EUROBAU SCHINKELPLATZ GMBH
Project period Size

2014 - 2019 2120 m?
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HOUSING CONSTRUCTION
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BERLIN, GERMANY
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WES LANDSCAPEARCHITECTURE
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SCHULTES FRANK ARCHITEKTEN, BERLIN
RAFAEL MONEO, MADRID
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WES GmbH
LandschaftsArchitektur (LandscapeArchitecture)

Managing Shareholders:
Peter Schatz

Wolfgang Betz

Michael Kaschke
Henrike Wehberg-Krafft
Claus Rédding

District court Hamburg HRB 100420

Person responsible for content according to
§ 55 Abs. 2 RStV: Wolfgang Betz (address as above)

The rules of professional conduct are specified in:

(1) Chamber of Construction Law Hamburg
(BauKaG HH)

(2) Implementing regulations for Chamber of
Construction Law (DVO BauKaG HH)

(3) Main statute of Hamburg Chamber of Architects

The professional regulations can be viewed and
accessed via the website of the Hamburg Chamber of
Architects www.akhh.de / Section: Recht (legal issues).

The legal occupational title “Landschaftsarchitekt”
(landscape architect) was awarded to WES & Partner
GDbR in Germany following their entry in the list of archi-
tects of the Hamburg Chamber of Architects.

Hamburgische Architektenkammer
(Hamburg Chamber of Architects)
Grindelhof 40

20146 Hamburg

Telephone: +49 (0)40 441841-0
Telefax: +49 (0)40 441841-44
info@akhh.de

www.akhh.de

Telephone +49 (0) 40 2 78 41-0
+49 (0) 40 270 66 68
hamburg@wes-lade

mburg Telefax Telefax

pr@wes-lade

The contents and works produced by the site operator
are subject to German copyright laws. The duplication,
editing, distribution and any kind of use beyond what
is permitted by the copyright laws requires written
authorisation from the respective author or content
creator.

WES GmbH LandscapeArchitecture owns the unlimi-
ted usage rights and non-exclusive rights for all of the
image material that appears in this document.

In the context of the use of the external image material
we are exempt from any claims by third parties. WES
GmbH LandscapeArchitecture is not liable for images
provided by the project partners.

By providing image material, the project partners
avouch that they have unrestricted use of the image
material, that it is not subject to rights by third parties,
the persons pictured consent to the publication and
that no fees must be paid for this.
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